
 

 

 

 

June 18, 2018 

 

 

Deschutes County Commission 

Deschutes Services Building 

1300 NW Wall Street, 2nd Floor 

Bend, Oregon 97703 

 

VIA EMAIL: board@deschutes.org 

 

RE: Deschutes County Assessment of System Development Charges on Farm Uses 

 

Dear Commissioners: 

 

The Oregon Farm Bureau (“OFB”) recently learned that Deschutes County has been assessing 

System Development Charges (SDCs) on farm uses in farm zones, particularly marijuana grow 

operations.  OFB opposes the assessment of SDCs on farm uses in farm zones and asks 

Deschutes County to reconsider their approach to SDCs for marijuana grow operations.   

 

It appears that the only trigger for an SDC for marijuana grows in Deschutes County is the 

County’s land use approval of the grow operation.  We disagree with the County’s decision to 

assess an SDC for marijuana grow operations, and we do not believe that the County’s 

authorization of a marijuana grow qualifies as the issuance of a “development permit, building 

permit or connection to the capital improvement” under ORS 223.299 (4)(a).   

 

We are also troubled by the County’s rationale for assessing SDCs on marijuana grow 

operations. The county found that: 

 

Marijuana growing/production is not a typical farming operation as it requires 

significant care and attention paid to each individual plant. In addition to 

employment related trips associated with production, it is not unreasonable to 

expect trip generation associated with typical commercial operations such as 

deliveries, vendors, prospective client visits, security, etc.   

 



These findings are misinformed. Many of Oregon’s 220 commodities require care and attention 

to individual plants, and all agriculture requires employment related trips related to the 

agricultural production.  There is nothing meaningfully distinct about marijuana production 

sufficient to justify assessment of SDCs on growing marijuana.  We are concerned about the 

precedent set by the assessment of SDCs on farm uses in farm zones and ask Deschutes County 

to reconsider the assessment of SDCs on marijuana grows.   

 

Further, we are concerned that Deschutes County’s imposition of SDCs on marijuana growing 

operations violates the state legislature’s prohibition on local governments imposing a tax or fee 

on the production of marijuana items under ORS 475B.491.  We urge the County to reconsider 

its imposition of these fees on marijuana growers.   

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Deschutes County’s Assessment of SDCs on 

marijuana grows and please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 

 

Respectfully,     

 

Mary Anne Cooper 

Public Policy Counsel 

Oregon Farm Bureau Federation 

(503) 399-1701 x 306 

maryanne@oregonfb.org     

 

 

 

 

 


